the Age of Enlightenment dawned after the French Revolution that the movements
for civil liberties and other liberal values revived some of the reachings of jesus.

(3) ISLAM

Islam lays great stress on brotherhood of man, fairplay, justice, adherence to

commitments and above all charity to fellow beings. Surah 5:8 admonishes believers

as follows : "Be steadfast witnesses for Allah in equity, and let not hatred of any

people seduce you that ye deal not justly.   Deal justly that is nearer to your duty.

Observe your duty to Allah". Earlier, in sura 4:111-2, Allah had warned that "Whoso

committeth sin committeth it only against himself" and that if he blames someone

innocent of his own sin, "hath burdened   himself with falsehood and a flagrant

crime". Further, Sura 4:36 requires a believer to show kindness not only to parents,

'near kindred1, orphans, the needy and the neighbour who is of kin (unto you) but

also "the neighbour who is not of kin, and the fellow-traveller and the wayfarer and

(the slaves) who your right hands possess". The verse ends with the assertion; "Lo

! Allah loveth not such as are proud and boastful".   Paighamber-E-lkhlaq (E.

Sahibzada Sajidul Rahman Institute of Islamic Research, Islamabad, 1985 : P.216)

quotes Bukhari's account of the Prophet's verdict on the fate of two lady companions,

one of whom offered regular prayers, charity and alms but was sharp-tongued and

used to offend her neighbours with her pungent remarks, and the other who offered

only the minimum number of prayers but was soft-spoken, helpful and pleasant to

others. The Prophet is reported to have remarked that while the first one will have

a place in hell, the second one will enter heaven in view of her virtuous behaviour.

A Muslim is sternly warned: "Be ye staunch in justice, witness for Allah, even though

it be against yourselves or (your) parents or (your) kindred whether (the case be of)

a rich man or a poor man, for Allah is nearer unto both (than ye are)" (4:135). Again,

in Sura 16:91, the Koran says : "Fulfill the covenant of Allah, when ye have

convenanted and break not your oaths after the observation of them and after you

have made Allah surety over you. Lo ! Allah knoweth what ye do". The Prophet

cautioned his companions "against oppressing and torturing the non-Muslim subjects

or humiliating them or forcibly depriving them of their rightful possessions."   (Abu

Dawood, Vol.2 quoted in Paighamber-E-lkhlaq, P.166 Ibid). The same source also

records Prophet's clear declaration that he would stand for the non-Muslims against

the guilty Muslims on the Day of Judgement, should any of the latter be found guilty

of the reprehensible acts cited therein. It is a relevant point for reflection how and

why these great and noble teachings came to be ignored in practice by Muslim

conquerors in their quest for power, wealth and glory.
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